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On 25th March 1992 pope John Paul II published the papal bull Totus Tuus Poloniae 

populus in which he has reorganized church structures in Poland. Since then, 13 new dioceses 

were established along with the Warszawa-Praga diocese. The doctoral thesis The vocation 

and development of the Warszawa-Praga diocese between 1992 and 2017 is devoted  

to the church origin and development in the Warszawa-Praga diocese through its first 25 years 

of existence. The diocese encompasses both some urban districts of the Warsaw metropolitan 

area  and rural areas which gives it a unique character and specifics. The purpose of the thesis 

was to present the diocesan history and the undertaken plethora of pastoral activities related  

to various social groups and areas of life. 

The dissertation consists of 4 chapters. The first one deals with the issue  

of the affiliation of areas belonging to the Warszawa-Praga diocese with church structures 

before 1992. At first, the history of the Mazovia region was discussed with the history  

of the Warsaw city district Praga included. Subsequent paragraphs present how the process  

of church administrative structures evolved. Beginning with the Poznań diocese upon  

its foundation during the first Christian ruler of Poland Mieszko I through the Gniezno  

and Płock dioceses up to the archdiocese of Warsaw. 

The second chapter, concentrated on the diocese foundation and its characteristics, 

discusses church administration reorganization efforts in the Mazovia region carried out after 

the Second Vatican Council. It outlines works on administrative reforms in 1992 and main 

rulings of the papal bull Totus Tuus Poloniae populus. In further parts, the territorial  

and social diocesan structure was discussed: decanal and parish networks were presented, 

social and religious population structure was outlined and current demographic changes were 

reviewed. 
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The third chapter contains a description of diocesan administrative structures. At first, 

bishops’ curricula vitae were presented. Then, the diocesan clergy and consecrated life 

institutes were characterized by number and their pastoral services. At last, the organization  

of central diocesan institutions was presented including: the episcopal curia, collegial 

structures and the seminary. Upon discussion of these institutions job lists with staffing were 

attached. 

The fourth chapter encompasses pastoral activities characteristic for the Warszawa-

Praga diocese. It represents care manifestations for marriage and family with the example  

of: family ministry, counseling and adoption centers. Further, other pastoral activities focus 

edycji on  children and youth including school catechization were described. In following 

paragraphs implementation measures of care for the most needy: poor, ill and disabled were 

presented. After that, diocesan media serving as gospel content carriers were described.  

At last, pastoral activities towards various professional and social groups were discussed. 

Main diocesan movements and communities were characterized but also a missionary  

and ecumenical service of the Church in the Warszawa-Praga diocese was presented. 

The analysis of the acquired source material allowed to sketch an overview  

of the Warszawa-Praga diocese and to present the pastoral intention of its consecutive 

bishops. Diocesan bishops along with diocesan priests have tried to read the signs of the time 

and to formulate appropriate conclusions. First 25 years of the Warszawa-Praga diocese 

existence may be perceived as plentiful in terms of not only mere structural but first  

of all pastoral development. It should be stressed out that this dissertation is the first 

publication which strives to synthetically represent the history of the Warszawa-Praga diocese 

from its foundation in 1992. 

 


